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INTRODUCTION
PURPOSE
The purpose of adopting an Urban Wildlife Management Plan is to establish protocols and procedures for
human/wildlife contact. The goal of this plan is to benefit both the people and the native wildlife that use
these lands.
•
•
•

•

The Animal Services Division is committed to providing opportunities for Frisco’s populace to
experience and enjoy wildlife in their natural settings in a safe manner. The Division is dedicated
to protecting and enhancing wildlife habitats and wildlife in City green spaces.
The presence of wildlife in the City sometimes conflicts with human land uses and activities.
Although individual wildlife conflicts are addressed on a continual basis, there has not been a
comprehensive policy statement or long-term plan for management of wildlife in the City.
Consequently, wildlife issues can be addressed inconsistently with a lack of clear policy and
procedure.
An Urban Wildlife Management Plan will help address concerns of residents, while also meeting
items from the City Council Strategic Focus Areas.
o Proactively support environmental initiatives – Public Health & Safety
o Demonstrate leadership as a community committed to preserving and protecting the
environment – Sustainable City

BACKGROUND
Frisco is an urbanized area with more than 203,794 residents (reported as of November 1st, 2020). There
are a number of wildlife habitats remaining that support numerous wildlife species.
As the City continues to develop, there will be an increase in interactions between humans and wildlife.
Environmental quality is one of the reasons people choose to live in Frisco. Diverse wildlife and the habitat
network that supports it is important to the environmental quality of the City of Frisco.
This Plan provides a framework for the continued protection of wildlife and enhancement of the City’s
wildlife habitats. The Urban Wildlife Management Plan comprises four major components:
1.
2.
3.
4.

A preliminary wildlife resources inventory
Goals for urban wildlife and habitat
Specific management plans
Education

The removal of wildlife habitat does not permanently remove the wildlife. They adapt and move into
ours. Our goal is a peaceful and safe coexistence.
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WILDLIFE CORRIDORS

There are several natural wildlife corridors throughout the City that continue into other cities. These are
made up of creeks, streams, watersheds, golf courses, community water features, and parks that cannot
be removed. These corridors mean that wildlife populations will always be present in the City. Movement
corridors allow individuals and groups to move between habitat patches that would otherwise be isolated.
This allows continual use of habitat patches and corridors for wildlife to find food, water, and shelter.
Wildlife will travel through and live in our neighborhoods without these corridors, thereby increasing
potential conflicts between people and wildlife.
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HABITAT USE
Wildlife habitat in Frisco is reduced as the city develops. The infilling and development of remaining open
space threatens the habitat network. With the loss of habitat, wildlife populations will decline. In some
cases, the decline will be proportionally greater than the loss of habitat, due to the loss of critical habitat
components and disruption of habitat corridors. These pressures on wildlife and wildlife habitat will
increase potentially negative interactions between humans and wildlife as development continues. As
natural habitat decreases, wildlife will adapt to the suburban environment.

URBAN WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
Six broad, somewhat overlapping, objectives for wildlife resources have been developed by the Animal
Services Division:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Develop and maintain a wildlife resource inventory.
Implement strategies to address encounters between residents and wildlife.
Provide environmental education.
Promote internal education and consistency in Division and City actions.
Promote interdepartmental and interagency cooperation to protect wildlife and residents.
Promote habitat preservation and connections.

For each goal, specific objectives and management practices have been developed. These are described
below.

GOAL:

DEVELOP AND MAINTAIN A WILDLIFE RESOURCE INVENTORY
Objective:

Identify wildlife that is present in the City that can cause conflict.

Management Practice:

The Animal Services Division will identify animals that are present
within Frisco’s limits or could possibly come to inhabit Frisco at some
point. Information will include:
•
•
•
•

Status:
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Identifying the animal.
Describing the challenges presented by the animal.
Identifying methods to prevent damage or other
control measures.
Provide the recommended City response.

Completed. Appendix D lists the current wildlife inventory.
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GOAL:

IMPLEMENT STRATEGIES TO ADDRESS ENCOUNTERS BETWEEN RESIDENTS AND WILDLIFE

Objective:

Develop policies and procedures for dealing with nuisance wildlife.

Management Practice:

Procedures for dealing with nuisance wildlife is provided in the
Urban Wildlife Management Plan.

Status:

Proposed in this management plan.

Objective:

Develop guidelines for dealing with dangerous wildlife.

Management Practice:

Identify wildlife that may pose a danger to residents by utilizing
the ”7 Warning Behaviors” study (Table 1)

Status:

Proposed in this management plan.

GOAL:

PROVIDE ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
Objective:

Develop educational material.

Management Practice:

The Animal Services Division will develop educational material for:
•
•
•
•

Status:

GOAL:

Adaptable as patterns change.

PROMOTE INTERNAL EDUCATION AND CONSISTENCY IN DEPARTMENT ACTIONS

Objective:

Train City employees regarding the proper response to wildlife
encounters.

Management Practice:

The Animal Services Division will provide education materials to
other City departments.

Status:

Adaptable as patterns change.
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City’s response and responsibilities for dealing with
wildlife. Preventing negative wildlife encounters.
Rabies prevention.
Individual fact sheets for specific animals.
Video presentations that deal with wildlife.
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Objective:

Provide resource center for City employees.

Management Practice:

The Animal Services Division will provide a central location of
wildlife information on the Intranet for City employees.

Status:

Completed along with Coyote Mapping System.

Objective:

Provide means to report wildlife issues.

Management Practice:

The Animal Services Division will provide a means for City
employees to provide information regarding wildlife by using the
City Intranet.

Status:

Adaptable as patterns change.

GOAL:

PROMOTE INTERDEPARTMENTAL AND INTERAGENCY COOPERATION TO PROTECT WILDLIFE
AND RESIDENTS

Objective:

Utilize current available resources

Management Practice:

The Animal Services Division will utilize current resources
available for wildlife issues. These resources include:
• DFW Wildlife (nonprofit)
• Texas Parks and Wildlife, Urban Biology Program
• Natural Resource Conservation Service
• Texas A&M, AgriLIFE Extension Service
• City of Frisco Parks Department

Status:

Adaptable as patterns change.

GOAL:

PROMOTE HABITAT PRESERVATION AND CONNECTIONS
Objective:

Identify wildlife habitat corridors.

Management Practice:

Identify and Map Riparian Buffer and Riparian Corridors.

Status:

Completed (Map on page 5).
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Objective:

Monitor and Update wildlife corridors.

Management Practice:

Continue to monitor and update the Riparian Buffer and Riparian
Corridors. This will include working with other city departments
such as Engineering, Parks, and Public works.

Status:

Ongoing

Objective:

Develop methods to help preserve wildlife habitat corridors.

Management Practice:

Utilize the zoning ordinance and subdivision ordinance to preserve
creeks and other open space areas.

Status:

Ongoing

Objective:

Develop methods to incorporate wildlife into natural creeks and
open areas in a way that does not affect storm water
management.

Management Practice:

The Division will work with Public Works and Storm Water
Management to utilize best practices when dealing with wildlife
in storm water systems. Priority will be given to try and
integrate the wildlife in a compatible manner.

Status:

Completed and continue to look at things as needed.

Management Philosophy – Dangerous Wildlife
Two animals that alarm residents are Bobcats and Coyotes. In most cases, the animal is acting
appropriately. Since there can be instances where harm can potentially come to a resident, we
recommend using the “7 Warning Behaviors” to determine actions to be taken.
The “7 Warning Behaviors” is based on research by Baker, R.O. and R.M Timm, 1998, Management of
Conflicts between Urban Coyotes and Humans in Southern California. Appendix A on page 12 discusses
the issue of trapping and relocation of wildlife.
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The seven levels included in the “7 Warning Behaviors” are:
1. An increase in observing animal on streets and in yards at night.
2. Animal1 approaching adults and/or taking2 pets at night.
3. Early morning and late afternoon daylight observance of animal on streets and in parks and
yards.
4. Daylight observance of animal chasing or taking2 pets.
5. Animal attacking and taking pets on leash or in close proximity to their owners, chasing joggers,
bicyclists, and other adults.
6. Animals seen mid-day around children’s play area, school grounds, or parks.
7. Animals acting aggressively towards adult’s mid-day.
1
2

The definition of animal for these 7 steps means coyotes, bobcats, foxes.
Does not include pets that are off leash or are allowed to wander the neighborhood. It does include animals in
fenced yards.

The steps for addressing potentially dangerous wildlife:

Table 1

Detailed Reporting

Targeted
Educational
Efforts

Broad Educational
Efforts

Aversive
conditioning

Targeted Lethal
Removal

1

An increase in observing on
streets and in yards at night

Begin

Begin

2

Approaching adults and/or
taking pets at night

Continue

Continue

Begin

3

Early morning and late
afternoon daylight observance
on streets and in parks and
yards

Continue

Intensify

Intensify

Begin

4

Daylight observance chasing or
taking pets

Continue

Continue
to Intensify

Continue
to Intensify

Intensify

5

Attacking and taking pets on
leash or in close proximity to
their owners, chasing joggers,
bicyclists, and other adults

Continue

Continue
to Intensify

Continue
to Intensify

Continue
to Intensify

Consider
Targeted
Lethal
Removal

6

Seen at mid-day around
children’s play area, school
grounds, or parks

Continue

Continue
to Intensify

Continue
to Intensify

Continue
to Intensify

Individual
Lethal
Removal

7

Acting aggressively towards
adults in mid-day

Continue

Continue
to Intensify

Continue
to Intensify

Continue
to Intensify

Lethal
removal of
several
individuals

Definition of the different categories used in the chart above are defined in appendix D on page 16.
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Animals displaying the symptoms of rabies shall be deemed dangerous. Symptoms include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Unprovoked aggression ("furious" rabies). Some animals may attack anything that moves, or even
inanimate objects.
Unusual friendliness ("dumb" rabies).
Animal may stumble, fall, appear disoriented or uncoordinated, or wander aimlessly.
Paralysis, often beginning in the hind legs or throat. Paralysis of the throat muscles can cause the
animal to bark, whine, drool, choke, or froth at the mouth.
Vocalizations ranging from chattering to shrill screams.
Nocturnal animals may become unusually active during the day (remember, some daytime activity
is normal, especially when nocturnal animals are feeding their young).
Raccoons walk as if they're on very hot pavement.

Skunks, raccoons, foxes, and dogs usually display furious rabies. Bats often display dumb rabies, and may
be found on the ground, unable to fly. This can be very risky for children, who are more likely to handle
wild animals than adults. Animals can display either furious or dumb symptoms.

Management Philosophy - Nuisance Wildlife
There are numerous animals that pose no real harm to residents. They may become nuisance animals
when their natural activities overlap residents’ daily living. This could include bothering pets or causing
damage to structures. Appendix B, on page 14, lists recommendations for when trapping specific types
of animals is appropriate for nuisances.
Trapping of nuisance animals should be limited to animals causing a nuisance. Nuisance animal is defined
as an animal that is causing damage to property. This does not include damage to landscaping. City traps
will only be provided when it can be proven that the animal is causing a nuisance. That means that there
must be property damage. The mere fact that the animal is present does not constitute a nuisance.
When a City trap is loaned out to a resident a trap agreement with department guidelines must be signed
by the resident. This agreement includes but is not limited to
•
•
•

•

The resident agrees the trap will not be set during rain, temperatures below 40F or above 90F. It
is also agreed upon in temperatures between 80F and 90F the trap must be placed in a shaded
area and not in direct sunlight.
The resident is responsible for the care of the animal until the animal is removed by animal
services.
The trap will not be set in a manner that could harm the caught living animal. This includes but is
not limited to setting in a manner that can result in a fall, harmful materials in close vicinity, or in
a manner which may result in the trapped animal being kept in a cruel manner.
Resident is responsible for checking the trap.
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Differentiating Between Animals that can be Relocated
This management plan discusses the reasons that trapping is not effective or reasonable. There is a
difference between animals that can and cannot be successfully trapped and relocated.
Carnivores
Animals that are carnivores and/or predatory in nature are animals that should not be trapped and
relocated as discussed later in this document in Appendix A, B and E. They are territorial in nature and
protect their territories. Animal Services cannot ensure that there is a viable food source in a new location
or that there will not be other animals that will compete for the same territory.
Herbivores
Animals that are herbivores and feed on plants or small grubs or insects are animals that can be trapped
and relocated. Their survival if relocated is related to the availability of a food source. Animal Services
can identify locations that have the environment that can support their food needs.
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Appendices
Appendix A – Management Philosophy Regarding Trapping and Relocation
Three main reasons relocating (trapping) wildlife is ineffective:
1. Relocation is not a long-term solution. New animals will usually quickly replace the one which
was relocated. Effective long-term solutions can only be achieved by looking at what is attracting
the animal and then removing the attractant (covering garbage cans, feeding pets indoors,
sealing up potential denning areas in attics or under porches, etc.)
2. Relocation is often inhumane. Many animals do not survive relocation, because they have to fight
for new territories and are often injured or killed in the process. Relocation of mother and young
is almost always futile, since she must not only fight for territory, but also find food, shelter, and a
safe place to raise her young. Juveniles are most likely abandoned or killed under these
circumstances.
3. Relocation is biologically unsound. Relocation of wildlife to new territories can disrupt the wildlife
that is already living there. Relocating wildlife also is ineffective. Nature hates a vacuum. If one
bobcat is removed, another from the surrounding area soon takes its place. Even in urban areas,
there is an unlimited supply of bobcats searching for unoccupied territory.
One of the most disturbing trends in urban wildlife management is the increasing reliance upon relocation
of wildlife to resolve human-wildlife conflicts. Relocation is commonly perceived as a quick, effective, and
humane solution. It is, in fact, none of the above. In the majority of cases, relocation is an ineffective,
inhumane, and ecologically destructive method for dealing with urban wildlife.
Writing in 1997, the Humane Society of the United States called relocation "one of the least understood
and most problematic wildlife 'control' practices we know of. Not only might the trapping and movement
of the animal cause it harm or even bring it death, but the activity might adversely affect other wild
animals as well." This is because relocated animals place a stress on current wildlife, there is the stress
placed on the relocated animal, or a relocated animal could transmit a disease.
Trappers frequently charge high fees to trap and relocate wildlife living in urban areas. These
animals often are lactating females. Days after the captured animal has been transported and released far
away, homeowners may hear the cries of hungry orphans or smell the odor of dead animals. The fees
charged for trapping are incurred even if the animal isn’t successfully trapped.
Even in cases where the animal isn't a lactating female, relocating wildlife usually results in suffering and
death. Relocated wildlife rarely survives more than two weeks in an unfamiliar territory. They’re unable
to successfully compete for food and shelter with the existing population of wildlife in that area.
Disoriented and seen as an invader, the relocated wildlife usually dies of starvation or from injuries
inflicted by other wildlife. Also, many relocated wildlife gets hit by cars while crossing unfamiliar roads in
an attempt to return home.
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The reasons behind relocation range from misguided attempts to "give an animal a better home" to
concerns about protecting human safety and/or property. The vast majority, however, can be described
as "relocations of convenience." These are situations in which wildlife is perceived as causing a minor
disruption on someone's property (tipping over garbage cans, eating out of pet food bowls, denning under
houses, etc.). These are also situations, which with a little time, energy, and usually with significantly less
cost than is incurred by relocation, could be resolved without removing the animal. Some exceptions
include animals that are considered invasive, spread disease, and cannot be released (example: feral hogs)
It should be noted that wildlife that are identified as high risk for the transmission of rabies are:
•
•
•
•
•

Bats
Coyotes
Raccoons
Foxes
Skunks

Those truly concerned with preserving and protecting wildlife need to recognize that coexisting with
wildlife is challenging. It may require an alteration of habits, or an investment of time, energy, or perhaps
even money. A good starting place is by conducting proactive problem prevention.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Let wildlife be wild
Feed pets indoors
Tightly cover garbage cans and other unnatural food sources
Seal-up potential denning sites around your home
Never approach or do anything to tame down a wild animal such as feeding.
Be a responsible pet owner by protecting them. Do not allow pets to run loose, unattended and
be sure they are vaccinated against rabies.

For these efforts to be truly successful, you must talk with your neighbors about doing the same.
Recommendation:
Leave wildlife alone that has NOT presented itself as a nuisance or danger and continue to monitor. The
use of trapping should be limited to items listed in Appendix B, on page 14.
Other implications
Establishing a City-sponsored trapping program within a neighborhood for Bobcats and Coyotes is
problematic. Finding the best location for a trap is difficult, and the trap must be monitored on a continual
basis. The traps would have to be placed on private property and not everyone supports trapping.
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Appendix B – Trapping and Relocation Guidelines

Animal

Trap if acting
normal

Trap if
nuisance

Trap if presents
a danger

Armadillo

No

Yes

NA

Beavers
Bobcats
Cats, Feral
Coyotes
Foxes

No
No
No
No
No

Yes
NA
Yes
NA
NA

NA
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Mountain
Lion

-

-

Yes

Opossum

No

Yes

NA

Pigs, Feral

Yes

Yes

Yes

Rabbits

No

Yes

NA

Raccoons

No

Yes

Yes

Rodents

No

No

No

Skunks

No

Yes

Yes

Squirrels

No

Yes

NA

Comments

Traps supplied to resident. AC will remove
any animal that is caught and relocate.
Commercial trapper required.
Use 7 Warning Behaviors system.
Traps supplied to resident.
Use 7 Warning Behaviors system.
Use 7 Warning Behaviors system.
Hard to trap. Use techniques to encourage
them to move out of the region. Coordinate
with Texas Parks and Wildlife Biologists to
determine best actions to be taken.
Traps supplied to resident. AC will remove
any animal that is caught and relocate.
There is no natural habitat for feral hogs in the
City. Therefore, we should not accept any
feral hog within the City.
Traps supplied to resident. AC will remove
any animal that is caught and relocate.
Traps supplied to resident.
Education provided to residents. AC will not
provide trap service.
Traps supplied to resident. AC will euthanize
skunks as they carry rabies.
Traps supplied to resident. AC will remove
any animal that is caught and relocate.

City traps will only be loaned for certain animals that are a nuisance or a danger.
Nuisance – Nuisance animals are those that are causing damage to property.
Danger – The “7 Warning Behaviors” will be utilized to determine if an animal is dangerous and what
actions shall be taken.
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Appendix C – Definitions for “7 Warning Behaviors” Model

Public Education
•
•
•
•
•

Why are bobcats or coyotes attracted to an area?
o Intentional feeding
o Unintentional feeding (i.e., bird feeders, pet food left outside, feeding ducks, etc.)
Proper pet management and responsible pet ownership
Proper fence maintenance
It is a NEIGHBORHOOD issue meaning that the entire neighborhood has to be involved. If
some are harboring or feeding animals while others are actively trying to get rid of animals,
no program can be successful.
Know how to react

Aversive Conditioning
•
•
•

Spray the approaching animal with water
Be persistent and aggressive
Hazing – movement, sound, etc.

Detailed Reporting
•
•
•

Reporting can be done internally through City Animal Services or through City of Frisco
Wildlife Mapping.
Need to know the EXACT time and location
Provide a description of activity and/or behavior

Lethal Control
•
•
•
•

LAST RESORT
Triggered behavior – BOLD WITH HUMANS
Official detailed reports
Removal of ONLY SELECT individual animal
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Appendix D - Wildlife Resources Inventory
Introduction
Staff has identified wildlife that is the most prevalent within Frisco. Staff has also compiled basic
identification information, the challenges they are most likely to pose to people, recommended City
responses, and damage prevention and control methods.

Armadillo
Identification
Common in Frisco is the nine-banded armadillo, Dasypus novemcinctus, is a medium-size, armored
mammal that is mostly nocturnal.
Nine-banded armadillos nearly always have litters of four babies,
identical quadruplets. Armadillo babies look very much like adults,
but are smaller and softer than their armored parents.
They are insectivores. They mostly eat bugs, beetles, grubs,
worms, spiders, and termites. Once in a while, they do eat fungus,
fruits and seeds, as well as some carrion. But they love bugs the
most. When startled or scared, these armadillos can jump four to
five feet high.
Challenges
Damage to lawns and flower beds as the armadillo digs for grubs. The City gets numerous reports of
armadillos causing damage.
Response
Education is the best measure that the City can provide. Animal Services provides traps to residents for
nuisance animals. Once caught, Animal Services will respond.
Damage Prevention and Control Methods Exclusion
Fences or barriers are generally not practical, but a possible option. Talk with a company about the
possibility of removing of food source with the use of diatomaceous earth or beneficial nematodes.

Bats
Identification and Range
Bats, the only mammals that truly fly, belong to the order Chiroptera. Their ability to fly, their
secretiveness, and their nocturnal habits have contributed to bat folklore, superstition, and fear. They are
worldwide in distribution and include about 900 species, second in number only to Rodentia (the rodents)
among the mammals. Among the 40 species of bats found north of Mexico, only a few cause problems for
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humans (note that vampire bats are not found in the United States and Canada). Bats congregating in
groups are called colonial bats; those that live alone existence are known as solitary bats. The colonial
species most often encountered in and around human buildings in the United States are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

The little brown bat (Myotis lucifugus)
The big brown bat (Eptesicus fuscus)
The Mexican free-tailed bat (Tadarida brasiliensis)
The pallid bat (Antrozous pallidus)
The Yuma myotis (Myotis yumanensis)
The evening bat (Nycticeius humeralis).

Solitary bats typically roost in tree foliage or under bark, but
occasionally are found associated with buildings, some only as
transients during migration.
Challenges
Public perception of bats. Bats are beneficial to the environment. They are one of the five animals listed
as high risk for carrying rabies.
Response
Education is the best measure that the City can provide. Animal Services will respond to collect a bat that
is acting abnormally and send it to Texas Department of State Health Services in Austin for rabies testing.
Young bats and mothers carrying their young will sometimes fall to the ground. Residents are instructed
not to touch them and to call Animal Services. Keep everyone away (including pets) from the bat. All
domestic animals should be current on rabies vaccinations.
Damage Prevention and Control Methods Challenges
Polypropylene netting used to create one-way valves simplify getting bats out. Quality bat-proofing
permanently excludes bats. Initiate control before young are born or after they are able to fly.
Other Methods for Removal of Occasional Bat Intruders
When no bite or contact has occurred, help the bat escape (otherwise submit it for rabies testing).
Conservation and Public Education
Bats play an important role in their environment. Some plants rely heavily on bats for pollination. Bats are
also help with insect control – such as eating up to 500 mosquitoes an hour! Despite their ecological value,
bats are relentlessly and unjustifiably persecuted. Bats are often killed because they live near people who
needlessly fear them. These actions emphasize the need to educate the public on the reasons for bat
conservation and why it is important to use safe, nondestructive methods to alleviate conflicts between
people and bats. Except where control is necessary, bats should be appreciated from a distance — and
not disturbed.
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Beavers
The beaver (Castor Canadensis) is the largest North American rodent. Most
adults weigh from 35 to 50 pounds, with some occasionally reaching 70 to 85
pounds. Individual beavers have been known to reach over 100 pounds. The
beaver is a stocky rodent adapted for aquatic environments. Many of the
beaver’s features enable it to remain submerged for long periods of time. It has
a valvular nose and ears, and lips that close behind the four large incisor teeth.
Beavers also use their tail to warn others of danger by abruptly slapping the
surface of the water. The beaver’s large front (incisor) teeth grow continuously
throughout its life. These incisors are beveled so that they are continuously
sharpened as the beaver gnaws and chews while feeding, girdling, and cutting
trees.
Range
Beavers are found throughout North America, except for the arctic tundra, most of peninsular Florida, and
the southwestern desert areas. The species may be locally abundant wherever aquatic habitats are found.
Challenges
Beavers damage storm drainage systems. They are also known to inhabit seeps and ponds.
Response
Education is the best measure that the City can provide. Measures should be taken to monitor beavers
and to help property owners incorporate means to allow them to coexist. This can be done with beaver
pond levelers. Animal Services cannot trap beavers. A commercial trapper would be required for removal.
Residents or HOA’s that need to have beavers removed will have to contract with a private trapper.
Damage Prevention and Control Methods
Fence small critical areas such as culverts, drains, or other structures. Install barriers around important
trees in urban settings. Eliminate foods, trees, and woody vegetation where feasible. Continually destroy
dams and materials used to build dams. Install a beaver pond leveler, three-log drain, or other structural
device to maintain a lower pond level and avoid further pond expansion.
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Birds (includes raptors and waterfowl)
Identification
COWBIRDS - The brown-headed cowbird is a member of the blackbird family. The adult male is easily
identified by his brown head and metallic green-black body. Female cowbirds are
a pale brown with a gray-brown head. Both males and females have a length of
about 7½ inches. Cowbirds are called brood parasites because they lay their eggs
in the nests of other birds and do not care for their own young. Their parasitic
reproduction strategy is unique among the world's blackbird species.
Cowbirds evolved to follow herds of grazing animals, often covering many miles
in a day. They can little afford the time to build their own nests, lay and incubate
eggs, and care for the chicks. Instead, the female cowbird finds the nest of
another bird, lays a single egg in it, and leaves. Cowbirds once occurred only in short-grass prairies, where
they followed buffalo herds, feeding on insects stirred up by the grazing animals. Human-caused changes
to the environment, including the introductions of domesticated grazing animals and cultivated fields and
lawns, has greatly benefited the cowbird, helping it to spread to new territories. Today, brown-headed
cowbirds occur throughout the United States.
DUCKS - Duck is the common name for numerous species in the waterfowl
family Anatidae which also includes swans and geese. Ducks are divided among
several subfamilies in the family Anatidae. Small birds with the ability to swim
and fly.
Challenges
Ducks have a propensity to lay their nests near water sources such as pools.
This is to protect their young from predators. Once the eggs are laid, they are protected and cannot be
disturbed. Once they hatch, there is an issue with the ducklings falling into the pool and not being able to
get out. Also fences keep ducklings from being able to leave the backyard which means that the mother
duck will also stick around. This can cause issues with water quality and cleanliness of the pool.
Response
Education is the best measure that the City can provide. A comprehensive trapping program when the
animal isn’t a danger is expensive, is problematic for where the City is able to place traps, and poses a
problem for monitoring.
Damage Prevention and Control Methods
Adding deterrents to the pool area or hazing the ducks away when they are first noticed are great ways
to prevent nesting. Place an animal saving escape ramp at the pool. If you are unable to prevent nesting,
once the eggs hatch, keep the water level of the pool higher so the ducklings can get in and out easily and
prop open a fence gate when convenient so the ducklings and mom can leave.
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Frisco is home to multiple types of geese including Canada geese populations. The species is frequently
found on golf courses, parking lots, and urban parks. Owing to its adaptability to human-altered areas, it
has become one of the most common waterfowl species in Frisco.
GRACKLES - The Grackle is about 12 inches in length. The Grackle appears all black at a distance, but is
actually highly iridescent, with colors varying from blue to purple to green to bronze, depending on the
light. Grackles have bright yellow eyes. Female grackles are duller
and somewhat smaller than male grackles.
Grackles are protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, a federal
mandate. Grackles can cause a variety of bird control problems.
When Grackles are in their flocking phase, thousands of these birds
can literally overwhelm trees or buildings in an area.
Challenges
Public perception. The City will receive numerous calls when large numbers of Grackles or Cowbirds are
seen. The birds will cause little urban damage other than excrement. They are beneficial in the
elimination of insects.
Response
Education is the best measure that the City can provide.
Damage Prevention and Control Methods Exclusion
Grackles have become one of those readily adaptable species to urbanized areas. They are intelligent
birds that consistently outwit the tools utilized to scare them away. The City of San Antonio first
attempted displacing roosting grackles ten years ago, by dropping firecrackers into galvanized metal trash
cans placed under the trees. The birds just moved to the next tree. Next the City began using noisemaking "cracker shells" fired from shotguns, with shotgun-wielding crews deployed to different parts of
the City to chase grackles from tree to tree. The grackles simply moved to another location. Fort Worth
and other cities have also used falcons to scare off birds. This is a very expensive option.
Other Birds – The City has numerous of types of birds including but not limited to European Starlings,
Pigeons, Blue Jays, Cardinals, Mockingbirds, Mourning Doves, White-winged doves, Cedar Waxwings,
Sparrows, Finches, Woodpeckers, Warbles and many others.
Raptors are birds of prey. Common raptors reported in the City are Black Vultures Turkey Vultures, Kites,
Coopers’ Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, American Kestrel, Barn Owls, Eastern Screech Owl, Great Horned Owl
sand barred Owls. Animal Services will continue to partner with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Game
Wardens and Black Land Prairie Raptor Center for guidance on encounters with raptors.
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Bobcats
Identification
The bobcat (Lynx rufus), alias “wildcat,” is a medium-sized member of the
North American cat family. It can be distinguished at a distance by its
graceful catlike movements, short (4- to 6-inch) “bobbed” tail, and round
face and pointed ears. Visible at close distances are black hair at the tip of
the tail and prominent white dots on the upper side of the ears. Body hair
color varies, but the animal’s sides and flanks are usually brownish black
or reddish brown with either distinct or faint black spots. The back is
commonly brownish yellow with a dark line down the middle. The chest
and outside of the legs are covered with brownish to light gray fur with
black spots or bars. In southern states, bobcats may have a yellowish or reddish cast on their backs and
necks.
Challenges
Public perception of Bobcats. Many residents like to see them. However, there are residents that do not
understand the Bobcat and therefore fear them. Education and using the “7 Warning Behaviors” is the
best method to deal with Bobcats. Bobcats and Coyotes are the two main animals that shouldn’t be
relocated, as indicated in the management philosophy regarding relocation (trapping).
Response
Education is the best measure that the City can provide. Animal Services provides traps to residents for
Bobcats that meet requirements under the “7 Warning Behaviors”. It is the responsibility of the property
owner or HOA to set and monitor traps for animals that do not meet the “7 Warning Behaviors”. A
comprehensive trapping program when the animal isn’t a danger is expensive, is problematic for where
the City is able to place traps and poses a problem for monitoring.
Damage Prevention and Control Methods
Feed pets indoors, tightly cover garbage cans and other unnatural food sources, seal-up potential denning
sites around your home, and never approach or do anything to tame down a wild animal.

Coyotes
Identification
In body form and size, the coyote (Canis latrans) resembles a small collie dog,
with erect pointed ears, slender muzzle, and a bushy tail. Coyotes are
predominantly brownish gray in color with a light gray to cream-colored belly.
Color varies greatly, however, from nearly black to red or nearly white in
some individuals and local populations. Most have dark or black guard hairs
over their back and tail. In western states, typical adult males weigh from 25
to 45 pounds and females from 22 to 35 pounds.
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Challenges
Public perception of Coyotes. Many residents like to see them. However, there are residents that do not
understand the Coyote and therefore fear them. Education and using the “7 Warning Behaviors” is the
best method to deal with Coyotes. Bobcats and Coyotes are the two main animals that shouldn’t be
relocated, as indicated in the management philosophy regarding relocation (trapping).
Response
Education is the best measure that the City can provide. Animal Services provides traps to residents for
Coyotes that meet requirements under the “7 Warning Behaviors”. It is the responsibility of the property
owner or HOA to set and monitor traps for animals that do not meet the “7 Warning Behaviors”. A
comprehensive trapping program when the animal isn’t a danger is expensive, is problematic for where
the City is able to place traps and poses a problem for monitoring.
Damage Prevention and Control Methods
Feed pets indoors, tightly cover garbage cans and other unnatural food sources, seal-up potential denning
sites around your home, and never approach or do anything to tame down a wild animal.

Deer
Identification
Texas is home to an estimated 3.6 million white-tailed deer
(Odocoileus virginianus). Mule deer (Odocoileus hemionus)
populations are considerably lower, usually fluctuating from
150,000 to 250,000 depending on habitat conditions. White-tailed
deer and mule deer look very similar. White-tailed deer can be recognized by their white bottomed tail
used as a warning flag; mule deer tails are a more cream colored with a distinct black tip.
Challenges
Deer’s diet consists of plants, bark, and nuts/fruits/berries. They can graze in a front yard if so tempted.
If a deer is hit while crossing a road there can be severe damage to the vehicle and the animal.
Response
Education is the best measure that the City can provide. Drivers should be aware when driving to avoid
any collisions with deer. A comprehensive trapping program when the animal isn’t a danger is expensive,
is problematic for where the City is able to place traps and poses a problem for monitoring.
Damage Prevention and Control Methods
A well-constructed fence is the most effective method to protect your vegetation. Remain deer aware
while driving.
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Foxes
Identification
There are two common foxes in Texas and seen throughout Frisco, the red fox and the grey fox. The
grey fox is native to North America and can weigh between 7-15 pounds, with a length of 31-44
inches. Greys are very versatile, being the only American canid (from the dog family) with true treeclimbing ability and they are also very good swimmers. They feed on fruits, insects, eggs, birds and
small mammals. Red foxes are also native to North America, but were brought from Europe. Only the
red foxes have a white tipped tail. Also, red foxes can be larger than the greys, ranging from 7-17
pounds and 35-48 inches in length. Foxes are mostly nocturnal with their mating season in January
or February and birthing season from March through May. They are known to be off on their own at
the young age of six months.
While foxes are beautiful, feeding them can lead to foxes becoming acclimated to people, which can
result in lethal control in urban areas because of the animals being seen as a threat. Seeing the foxes
out in the daytime does not necessarily mean the animal is rabid. On many occasions, kits (young
baby foxes) are known to be out playing by themselves showing little fear of people but soon the
parents will appear, and the kits will be taught to avoid humans.
Challenges
Public perception of foxes. Many residents like to see them. However, there are residents that do not
understand the benefits of a fox and therefore fear them.
Response
Education is the best measure that the City can provide. The best method of avoiding a problem with
these animals is to deter them from the area by using adverse conditioning called hazing.

Mountain Lions
Identification
The mountain lion (cougar, puma, panther) is the largest cat native to
North America. The head is relatively small, and the face is short and
rounded. The neck and body are elongate and narrow. The legs are very
muscular, and the hind legs are considerably longer than the forelegs.
The tail is long, cylindrical, and well haired. There are two major color
phases — red and gray. The red phase varies from buff, cinnamon, and
tawny to a very reddish color, while the gray phase varies from silvery
gray to bluish and slate gray. The sides of the muzzle are black. The upper
lip, chin, and throat are whitish. The tail is the same color as the body, except for the tip, which is dark
brown or black. The young are yellowish brown with irregular rows of black spots. Male mountain lions
are usually considerably larger than females. Adults range from 72 to 90 inches in total length including
the tail, which is 30 to 36 inches (76 to 91 cm) long. They weigh from 80 to 200 pounds. A mountain lion’s
home range is usually 12 to 22 square miles, although it may travel 75 to 100 miles from its place of birth.
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Challenges
A mountain lion sighting is very rare. Due to their size and potential for harm, a mountain lion isn’t an
animal that the City wants to have making its home within the City.
Response
A mountain lion sighting will be investigated vigorously by Animal Services and Texas Parks and Wildlife.

Opossums
Identification
An opossum (Didelphis virginiana) is a whitish or grayish mammal
about the size of a house cat. Underfur is dense with sparse guard
hairs. Its face is long and pointed, its ears rounded and hairless.
Maximum length is 40 inches; the ratlike tail is slightly less than half
the total length. Opossums may weigh as much as 14 pounds; males
average 6 to 7 pounds and females average 4 pounds. The skull is
usually 3 to 4 inches long and contains 50 teeth.
Challenges
Nuisance damage. Opossums living near people may visit compost piles, garbage cans, or food dishes
intended for dogs, cats, and other pets. The City gets sporadic reports of opossums.
Response
Education is the best measure that the City can provide. Once caught, Animal Services will respond.
Damage Prevention and Control Methods
Close cellar and outside basement and crawl space doors; seal and cover all openings including window
wells and pits. Remove garbage, debris, and lumber piles.
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Pigs, Feral
Identification
Wild pigs (Sus scrofa) include both feral hogs (domestic swine that have escaped captivity) and wild boar,
native to Eurasia but introduced to North America to interbreed with feral hogs. Like domestic hogs, they
may be any color. Their size and conformation depend on the breed, degree of hybridization with wild
boar, and level of nutrition during their growing period. Wild boar have longer legs and larger heads with
longer snouts than feral hogs. The color of young boar is generally reddish brown with black longitudinal
“watermelon” stripes. Typically, as the young develop, the stripes begin to disappear, and the red changes
to brown and finally to black. Both the male feral hog and wild boar have continuously growing tusks. Wild
boar and feral hogs hybridize freely; therefore, the term wild pig is appropriate as a generic term for these
animals.
Texas has the largest population of feral pigs in the United States.
There is an estimated 2 to 5 million animals in Texas. They
reproduce rapidly. A female can have 10 to 15 offspring a year.
They are very smart, which makes trapping them difficult.
Challenges
Damage to lawns or flower beds. Feral pigs are invasive. Feral pigs cause an estimated $500 million in
damage in the State. Large hogs can be aggressive and become a hazard to people that may confront
them.
Response
Monitoring. If feral pigs are spotted in the City, then immediate action should be taken to catch and
remove them.
Damage Prevention and Control Methods
Heavy-mesh wire fences and electric fences may be effective, especially around gardens and other small
areas.

Rabbits
Identification
The most common rabbit seen in Frisco, the Eastern Cottontail (Sylvilagus floridanus), is in the order
Lagomorpha (lag-oh-MOR-fuh) and family Laporidae. They inhabit southeastern Canada, the Great Plains
and East Coast and down to South America. They’ve also been introduced in areas of the Southwest and
Northwest.
Named for its white, cottony-looking tail, the Eastern Cottontail is 15–19 inches long (38–48 cm) and
weighs 2–4 pounds (0.9–1.8 kg). Males and females are generally the same size and color.
The hair on the upper part of the body is a dense, buff-brown underfur covered by longer, coarser, gray-
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and black-tipped guard hairs. In the winter, their coat is longer and grayer. The underside is white. They
shed twice a year. The ears are 2–3 inches long (4.9–7.6 cm) and held straight up; they can swivel
independently of each other.
Cottontails have large, brown, protruding eyes situated high and on the sides of their head. That gives
them 360 degrees of vision, except for a small blind spot directly in front. If you were to face one straight
on, it would slightly turn its head to get past that blind spot to see you better. Their eyesight is designed
for detection of movement and, while good, it lacks the focal precision of a human’s. They have color
vision, but it seems to be limited to some blue and green wavelengths.
Challenges
The abundance of the animal due to its ability to reproduce quickly. Trapping rabbits is not effective.
Rabbits can peacefully coexist with many residents. It is when they start damaging vegetation that
complaints come in.
Response
Education is the best measure that the City can provide.
Baby bunnies should be left alone until old enough to move on their own. If they are caught prior, the
resident can contact a rehabilitator.
Damage Prevention and Control Methods
Low fences are very effective around gardens or shrubs. Hardware cloth cylinders will protect fruit trees
and ornamental plants. Many “gimmick” solutions are available but unreliable. For example, sections of
garden hose to simulate snakes, water-filled jugs to create frightening, distorted reflections.

Raccoons
Identification
The raccoon (Procyon lotor) is a stocky mammal about 2 to 3 feet long,
weighing 10 to 30 pounds. It is distinctively marked, with a prominent
black “mask” over the eyes and a heavily furred, ringed tail. The animal
is a grizzled salt-and-pepper gray and black above, although some
individual raccoons are strongly washed with yellow. Raccoons from
the prairie areas of the western Great Plains are paler in color than
those from eastern portions of the region.
Challenges
Nuisance damage. Raccoons living near people may visit compost piles, garbage cans, or food dishes
intended for pets. The City gets sporadic reports of raccoons.
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Response
Education is the best measure that the City can provide.
Damage Prevention and Control Methods
Exclusion, if feasible, is usually the best method of coping with raccoon damage. Store garbage in metal
or tough plastic containers with tight-fitting lids to discourage raccoons from raiding garbage cans. If lids
do not fit tightly, it may be necessary to wire, weight, or clamp them down to prevent raccoons from lifting
the lid to get at garbage. Secure cans to a rack or tie them to a support to prevent raccoons from tipping
them over.

River Otter
Identification
The River Otter is a long, slender "weasel" with glossy, dark brown fur. It
has webbed feet, a short neck and legs, and a very streamlined body
adapted for life in the water. North American river otter can weigh
between 11.0 and 30.9 lbs.
Challenges
Nuisance damage. Otters rely heavily on a fish heavy diet. This can deplete ponds within a neighborhood.
Additionally, feces can be an issue if they have designated a “bathroom area” near an embankment near
a home.
Response
Education is the best measure that the City can provide. Measures should be taken to monitor Otters and
to help property owners incorporate means to allow them to coexist. Animal Services cannot trap otters.
A commercial trapper would be required for removal. Residents or HOA’s that need to have otters
removed will have to contract with a private trapper.
Damage Prevention and Control Methods
Fence small critical areas such as culverts, drains, or other structures. Barriers such as fencing with help
with keeping them out of backyard areas.
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Rodents
Identification

Challenges
The biggest challenge comes when the weather changes late in the fall and farmers cut their fields. The
City gets numerous reports of rats and what is the City going to do to eradicate them. The rodents are
primarily on private property and there is little that the City can do.
Response
Education is the best measure that the City can provide. The City regularly puts out educational pieces to
correspond with the most active time for the rodents. The use of poisons can be hazardous to children,
pets, and wildlife.
Damage Prevention and Control Methods Exclusion
When rodent-proofing against roof rats, pay close attention to the roof and roof line areas to assure all
accesses are closed. Plug or seal all openings of greater than 1/2 inch diameter with concrete mortar, steel
wool, or metal flashing. Rodent-proofing against roof rats usually requires more time to find entry points
than for Norway rats because of their greater climbing ability. Eliminate vines growing on buildings and,
when feasible, overhanging tree limbs that may be used as travel routes.
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Skunks
Identification
The skunk, a member of the weasel family, is represented by four species in North America. The skunk has
short, stocky legs and proportionately large feet equipped with well-developed claws that enable it to be
very adept at digging. The striped skunk is characterized by prominent, lateral white stripes that run down
its back. Its fur is otherwise jet black. Striped skunks are the most abundant of the four species. The body
of the striped skunk is about the size of an ordinary house cat
(up to 29 inches long and weighing about 8 pounds). The
spotted skunk is smaller (up to 21 inches long and weighing
about 2.2 pounds), more weasel like, and is readily
distinguishable by white spots and short, broken white stripes
in a dense jet-black coat.
Challenges
They are a carrier of rabies and their smell can affect a large
area. Although they do not normally cause significant damage, their defense mechanism of smell doesn’t
make them an animal that we want to have hanging around our homes.
Response
Education is the best measure that the City can provide.

Damage Prevention and Control Methods
Buildings: close cellar and outside basement and crawl space doors; seal and cover all openings including
window wells and pits. Poultry yards: install wire mesh fences. Beehives: elevate and install aluminum
guards. Remove garbage, debris, and lumber piles.

Squirrels
Identification
Squirrels are generally small animals, ranging in size. Squirrels typically
have slender bodies with bushy tails and large eyes. Their fur is
generally soft and silky, although much thicker in some species than
others. The color of squirrels is highly variable between – and often
even within – species. The hindlimbs are generally longer than the
forelimbs, and they have four or five toes on each foot. Their paws on
their forefeet include a thumb, although this is often poorly
developed. The feet also have a soft pad on the underside.
They are predominantly herbivorous, subsisting on seeds and nuts, but many will eat insects, and even
small vertebrates. As their large eyes indicate, squirrels generally have an excellent sense of vision, which
is especially important for tree-dwelling species. They also have very versatile and sturdy claws for
grasping and climbing. Many also have a good sense of touch.
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Challenges
Nuisances and damage to property. In residential areas, squirrels sometimes travel power lines and
short out transformers. They gnaw on wires, enter buildings, and build nests in attics.
Response
Education is the best measure that the City can provide.
Damage Prevention and Control Methods Exclusion
Exclusion, if feasible, is usually the best method of coping with squirrel damage Trim limbs and trees to 6
to 8 feet away from buildings to prevent squirrels from jumping onto roofs.

Snakes
Identification
Snakes are a natural and integral component of the ecosystem. As predators, they are invaluable for their
role in maintaining the balance of nature by helping to keep populations of their prey in check. Their prey
consists of everything from earthworms to rabbits, and this includes other snakes. Snakes are especially
important in the control of rodents.
Snakes are distinctive in possessing an elongated, scaly body without limbs, external ear openings or
eyelids, and like all other reptiles, they are cold-blooded or, more properly, ectothermic. Snakes cannot
tolerate extreme cold and will normally hibernate in the winter, emerging from their dens late February
or early March in Texas. They also avoid extremely torrid conditions, confining their activity in hot climates
to early morning, evenings, and night-time.
Frisco is home to numerous nonvenomous snakes. Some of the most common ones Animal Services comes
across are Texas Rat Snake, Yellow Belly Racer, Rough Green Snake, Rough Earth Snake, Coachwhip and
the Diamondback Water Snake.
Of the many kinds of snakes found in the area, the following are harmful: rattlesnakes, copperheads,
cottonmouths, and coral snakes. All venomous snakes, except coral snakes, belong in a group called pit
vipers.
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There are three ways to distinguish between pit vipers and nonvenomous snakes in the United States:
1. All pit vipers have a deep pit on each side of the head, midway between the eye and the nostril.
Nonpoisonous snakes do not have these pits.
2. On the underside of the tail of pit vipers, scales go all
the way across in one row (except on the very tip of
the tail, which may have two rows in some cases). On
the underside of the tail of all nonpoisonous snakes,
scales are in two rows all the way from the vent of
the snake to the tip of the tail (Fig. 1). The shed skin
of a snake shows the same characteristics.
Fig. 1. Nonvenomous snakes have two rows of scales between the vent
and the tip of the tail, while poisonous snakes have only one row.

3. The pupil of pit vipers is vertically elliptical (egg-shaped). In very bright light, the pupil may be
almost a vertical line, due to extreme contraction to shut out light. The pupil of nonvenomous
snakes is perfectly round (Fig. 2). The poisonous coral snake is ringed with red, yellow, and black,
with red and yellow rings touching.

Fig. 2. Nonvenomous snakes have a round eye pupil and have no pit
between the eye and the nostril.

Fig. 3. Rattlesnake head showing “cat-eye” elliptical pupil and location
of the large loreal pit, characteristic of pit vipers.

Safety is always a priority with venomous snakes. Residents shouldn’t get close enough to a snake to
check for scale patterns or Loreal pit openings. The best defense against venomous snakes is avoidance.
Challenges
Public perception of snakes. Non-venomous snakes provide a valuable ecological function.
Response
Education is the best measure that the City can provide.
Animal Services will respond to residents who calls about a snake on the interior of a house. It is asked
that the homeowner keep a constant watch on the snake, or it can become almost impossible to find once
Animal Services arrives.
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Staff recommends leaving nonpoisonous snakes on the exterior of the home alone.
Snakes are relocated in the wild in an unpopulated area.
Damage Prevention and Control Methods Exclusion
Snakes enter houses, barns, and other buildings when habitat conditions are suitable inside the
buildings. They are particularly attracted to rodents and insects as well as cool, damp, dark areas often
associated with buildings.
All openings 1/4 inch and larger should be sealed to exclude snakes. Check the corners of doors and
windows, as well as around water pipe and electrical service entrances. Holes in masonry foundations
(poured concrete and concrete blocks or bricks) should be sealed with mortar to exclude snakes. Holes
in wooden buildings can be sealed with fine mesh (1/8-inch) hardware cloth or sheet metal.

Rattlesnake

Copperhead
Cotton Mouth
(Water Moccasin)

Rat Snake
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Wildlife Resources:
City of Frisco Animal Services
City of Frisco Parks Department
DFW Wildlife Coalition Hotline
Rogers Wildlife Rehabilitation Center
Blackland Prairie Raptor Center
Wildlife Center at Crosstimbers Ranch
Texas Parks and Wildlife
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
USDA - Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
AgriLife Extension Wildlife & Fisheries
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