Yield first. Turn left with caution.

F

lashing yellow arrows

that drivers see in turn lanes
in the City of Frisco and across
the country are designed to
create a safer and more efficient
left-turn signal.
A left turn can be one of the most
challenging actions a driver
undertakes. When the yellow
arrow flashes, drivers must yield
to
oncoming
traffic
and
pedestrians before turning left.
Drivers should not proceed into
the intersection until there is
adequate space in oncoming
traffic to make a safe left turn.

TIPS FOR TURNING LEFT
Make sure you can see oncoming traffic before making
the decision to turn left.
Position your car at the left edge of the turn lane to
help you see further down the road.
Wait for a safe gap in traffic before turning.
Don't blindly follow the car in front of you. Pull
forward, wait and make sure you can see oncoming
traffic before deciding to turn left.
Turn left when you are ready. Don't feel pressured
from the cars behind you to make an unsafe decision.
Be patient with the driver in front of you and do not
pressure them to turn left.
We are all in this together. Practicing safe driving habits is
the best way to ensure all of us reach our destination
safely.

WHAT DO THE ARROWS MEAN?
Red Arrows

Yellow Arrow

No left turn
allowed.
Red means stop.

Prepare to stop.
A steady yellow
arrow warns
drivers the light
is about to
change to red.

Flashing
Yellow Arrow

Turn left with
caution. Yield to
oncoming traffic
and pedestrians.
Oncoming traffic
has a green light
and right of way.

STUDIES SHOW . . . SAFER
In 2009 the flashing yellow arrow became the national
standard for displaying a permitted left turn. It replaces
the circular green signal which could be confusing to some
drivers. Because we have been taught that green means
go, drivers would often turn left in front of an oncoming
vehicle.
National researchers tested various methods of
communicating how to make a permitted left turn. Rather
than using green, they decided to use a flashing yellow
signal because yellow means caution. Studies show that
drivers are less likely to make an unsafe decision when
turning left using a flashing yellow arrow. It sends a clear
message to be careful and yield.
Today, new traffic signals are installed with the flashing
yellow arrow. Older signals will eventually be upgraded.

SAFE DRIVING SAVES LIVES
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Green Arrow
Proceed with
left turn. Drivers
turning left
have the right
of way.

BENEFITS
SAFER INTERSECTIONS
The flashing yellow arrow
intuitively conveys caution and
yielding to oncoming traffic.
SHORTER WAIT TIMES
Drivers have more left-turn
opportunities which keeps traffic
moving. Wait times and driver
delays are reduced.
SIGNAL TIMING FLEXIBILITY
The flashing yellow arrow allows
for more efficient movement of
traffic and provides more
opportunities to process traffic
volume.
ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY
Research shows improved traffic
flow at intersections with
flashing yellow arrows reduces
fuel consumption and vehicle
emissions.

